
3 & 4 April 2019 (Wednesday & Thursday), 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

Malaysia Baru has embarked on a long-overdue tax reform agenda, guided 
by the Tax Reform Committee established in October 2018. The essence of 
tax reform is the undertaking of a holistic review of the national tax system 
in assisting to broaden the tax base and reduce the crippling national debt, 
while supporting economic growth and social wellbeing. 

The Malaysian Tax Conference 2019 will focus on the likely reforms and 
innovations geared to creating a more business-friendly tax ecosystem, 
with leading tax experts discussing pressing issues such as direct and 
indirect taxes, transfer pricing, governance and collaborative regulations, 
standards, dispute resolutions and taxpayer rights.

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVES
• Provide thought leadership on tax reform and enhancing the tax system in Malaysia. 
• Discuss the issues and challenges on tax dispute and ways to reduce and resolve them. 
• Learn to leverage technology as part of the tax governance and controls to improve the tax 

function.
• Create and support new growth through innovation and implementing a business-friendly 

environment and tax eco-system.
• Gain practical knowledge on the implications of the tax and accounting reporting standards.
• Learn and review the findings and outcomes of the recent tax cases and best practical 

solutions.
• Keep abreast with the latest issues and crucial updates on transfer pricing.
• Formulate sound policy bases to develop and safeguard taxpayer rights and the client charter 

for the future tax system in Malaysia. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

• Tax Practitioners

• Tax Managers

• Tax Agents

• Tax Advisors/Consultants

• Chief Financial Officers

• Finance Directors

• Heads of Finance 
Department

• Accountants

JOINTLY ORGANISED BY:

25
CPD POINTS

For purposes of 
Section 153, ITA 1967

ENJOY SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
• 5% Discount when you register strictly via online
• 10% Group Discount on total fee for 3 pax and 

above from the same organisation

SUPPORTED BY:

SILVER SPONSORS:GOLD SPONSOR:

MEDIA PARTNER:

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY

YBHG. DATO’ SRI SABIN SAMITAH
Chief Executive Offi cer, 

Inland Revenue Board of Malaysia

COMPLIMENTARY 
FOR ALL DELEGATES! 
A Pierre Cardin 
Conference Bag 
worth RM140!



DAY 1 PROGRAMME

8.00am REGISTRATION & WELCOME REFRESHMENTS

9.00am Arrival of Guest of Honour

9.05am Welcome Address
Salihin Abang   President, Malaysian Institute of Accountants

9.15am Keynote Address by Guest of Honour
Dato’ Sri  Sabin Samitah   Chief Executive Offi cer, Inland Revenue Board of Malaysia

9.35am Launching Ceremony

9.45am SESSION 1: Reforming and Enhancing the Tax System in Malaysia: 
Direct Tax and Indirect Tax
Comprehensive tax reforms can improve the operations and governance of 
the tax ecosystem and simplify compliance for taxpayers, while enhancing 
Malaysia’s global competitiveness and supporting national development. 
This session discusses the agenda for tax reform as guided by the Tax Reform 
Committee, and focuses on both direct and indirect tax in enhancing and 
improving the tax system in Malaysia.
PANELLISTS
Amarjeet Singh   Malaysia Tax Leader & Business Tax Services Leader, 
          Ernst & Young Tax  Consultants Sdn Bhd 
Aurobindo Ponniah  Executive Director, PwC Malaysia
Nor Zahidi Alias   Chief Economist, Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad 
Senthuran Elalingam   Financial Services Indirect Tax Leader–Asia Pacifi c and
          Partner, Indirect Tax , Deloitte Tax Services Sdn Bhd 
MODERATOR
Dr Veerinderjeet Singh  Chairman, Taxation Practice Committee, MIA

11.00am MORNING REFRESHMENTS & NETWORKING

11.45am SESSION 2: Creating a Business-Friendly Tax Ecosystem
All principal and ancillary parties in the tax ecosystem–e.g. tax administrators, 
taxpayers, banks, accountants, accounting fi rms, software companies, and 
payroll service providers–must discharge their roles effectively to create a 
business-friendly environment that supports tax transparency, compliance 
and reform. This session discusses how all parties must collaborate to develop 
an effective and competitive tax system that can take national development 
forward.
PANELLISTS
Anand Chelliah   Managing Partner –Tax Services, Baker Tilly Malaysia 
Lee Heng Guie   Executive Director, Socio-Economic Research Centre (SERC) 
Dr Rasyidah Che Rosli  Principal Assistant Director, Tax Operation Department, 
          Inland Revenue Board of Malaysia 
MODERATOR
Tai Lai Kok   Member, Tax Practice Committee, Malaysian Institute of Accountants 

1.00pm LUNCH ENTERTAINMENT & NETWORKING

2.15pm SESSION 3: Tax Reporting and Strategy: Governance, Controls and 
Compliance 
This session examines how tax regulators can engage with business and 
taxpayers to address the issues and challenges that deter full and effective 
compliance, such as inadequate tax governance and controls, and tax arbitrage 
strategies. We also look at the potential solutions for building an effective tax 
control framework and function that leverages testing and technology and 
strengthens tone from the top to enhance tax governance and compliance.
PANELLISTS
Huang  Shze Juin   Vice President, Malaysian Institute of Accountants
Laurence Todd   Director, Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs (IDEAS) 
Theresa Goh   Partner, Deloitte Tax Services Sdn Bhd
MODERATOR
Alan Chung   Head of Indirect Tax, Grant Thornton Malaysia 

3.30pm SESSION 4: Tax Disputes: Supporting Tax Professionals 
Tax disputes and resolution–including tax audits, appeals and court appeals–
are challenging yet normalised facts of life for tax practitioners. This session 
advises tax professionals on how best to manage the dispute and resolution 
process, while also navigating issues arising from the appeals and court 
appeals processes. The speakers will also compare Malaysia’s resolution 
framework with other systems used overseas to check how we can improve.
PANELLISTS
Christopher Low   Executive Director, Tax, BDO Malaysia
Hazlina Hussain   Director, Dispute Resolution Department, Inland Revenue Board 
          of Malaysia
SPEAKER
Sudharsanan R. Thillainathan   Partner, Steven Thiru & Sundhar Partnership
MODERATOR
Chow Kuo Seng   Executive Director–Tax, Deloitte Malaysia

4.45pm AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS & END OF DAY 1

DAY 2  PROGRAMME

8.00am REGISTRATION & WELCOME REFRESHMENTS

9.00am SESSION 5: Aligning Tax and Accounting Reporting Standards
Greater alignment of tax, accounting and fi nancial reporting standards can 
simplify the tax system for the benefi t of all stakeholders, and full or partial 
alignment has been successfully achieved in certain other jurisdictions. This 
session examines the pros and cons of enhanced alignment while comparing 
the systems used by other countries with a view to facilitating the tax reform 
process.
PANELLISTS
Kohgilah Netaji  Global Tax Manager, ifl ix, Malaysia
Pragalathen Krishnan   Country Controller & Director, NXP Semiconductors Malaysia
Thin Siew Chi   Director, Direct Tax, Deloitte Malaysia
MODERATOR
Dr Jeyapalan Kasipillai   Professor, School of Business, Monash University Malaysia 

10.15am MORNING REFRESHMENTS & NETWORKING

11.00am SESSION 6: Transfer Pricing: Challenges and Crucial Updates 
Transfer pricing issues are becoming increasingly complex and challenging, 
raising taxpayers’ concern. Predicting that current transfer pricing environment 
will become increasingly diffi cult in the future, taxpayers are advised to become 
more proactive in managing transfer pricing risks and staying abreast of the 
latest developments in transfer pricing, which will be discussed in this session.
PANELLISTS
Loke Yew Ken   Tax Director, RSM Tax Consultants (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd 
Dr Nik Abdullah Sani Nik Mohamed    Director, Multinational Tax Branch, Inland 
         Revenue Board of Malaysia
Sockalingam Murugesan   Partner, Tax, Ernst & Young Tax Consultants Sdn Bhd
MODERATOR
SM Thannermalai   Managing Director, Thannees Tax Consulting Services Sdn Bhd 

12.00
  noon

SESSION 7: Taxpayer Rights and the Client Charter
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) has issued its ICC Tax Charter as an 
effective roadmap to implementing fair and balanced Tax Charters for individual 
countries that take into account the rights and obligations of both taxpayers and 
tax administrations. This session looks at how tax authorities can engage with 
business to develop a Tax Charter that can establish consistent global standards 
that foster trust, improve tax administrative effi ciency, and enhance business 
confi dence in the tax system.
PANELLISTS
Rozina Shaik Osman Merican   Director, Corporate Services Department, Inland 
          Revenue Board of Malaysia 
Surin Segar   Head, Group Performance Reporting, Enterprise Investment 
          Management & Tax, Maybank
SPEAKER
Neoh Beng Guan   Executive Director–Corporate Tax, KPMG Malaysia 
MODERATOR
Dr Veerinderjeet Singh   Chairman, Taxation Practice Committee, MIA 

1.00pm LUNCH & NETWORKING

2.30pm SESSION 8: Recent Trends and Topical Tax Cases from Around the Region
While tax policies and practices in the region differ signifi cantly, there is a 
common theme where taxing authorities are more active in investigating and 
assessing Taxpayers, and have widened their powers for this purpose. New 
taxing laws also widen the scope of tax collection by the authorities in the 
region, with implications on Malaysian Taxpayers engaged in cross-border 
transactions, providing services overseas, or with subsidiaries in different 
countries. As such, there are markedly different methods and approaches 
to deal with the authorities and resolve disputes in different countries. This 
session aims to keep you abreast with the latest tax disputes and trends in the 
region and to equip you with tools and knowledge to protect your interests. 
Specialist tax lawyers and tax practitioner from  the region will provide insights 
on cases and developments affecting Hong Kong, Singapore, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and the region.
PANELLISTS
Pieter de Ridder   Managing Partner, Mayer Brown Pte Ltd
Renganathan Kannan   Member, Tax Practice Committee, Malaysian Institute 
          of Accountants
Vikna Rajah   Equity Partner & Head, Tax and Trust & Private Client Practices, 
          Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
Willem Jan Hoogland   Founder & Partner, HKWJ Tax Law & Partners Limited
MODERATOR
Anand Raj   Partner, Tax & Revenue Practice Group and Competition Law & Antitrust 
          (Co-Head), Shearn Delamore & Co.

4.00pm AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS & END OF CONFERENCE 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 



CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

ALAN CHUNG
Alan is Head of Indirect Tax at Grant Thornton 
Malaysia, and has over 20 years experience in tax 
compliance and advisory work, having honed his 
skills and experience in Big Four accounting fi rms. 
He had also served as Head of Tax at a public-
listed company, and headed the secretariat of 
a tax organisation. He is experienced in guiding 

clients plan their tax affairs and has acted as a consultant for 
many large corporations, including public-listed companies and 
multinational companies. He assisted in the implementation of the 
Self-Assessment System and possesses a wealth of experience 
dealing with various government agencies and departments. Alan 
is a member of MIA, Fellow of CPA Australia and an Associate of 
the CTIM.

AMARJEET SINGH
Amarjeet heads EY tax practice as well as the 
Tax Policy and Controversy practice in Malaysia. 
He has more than 20 years of professional 
experience in the fi eld of taxation. Amarjeet’s 
areas of focus are tax policy and controversy, tax 
structuring and incentives. He has served a wide 
range of clients across sectors, including some 

of Malaysia’s largest MNCs investing in Malaysia and Malaysia’s 
government-linked corporations. He is also a regular speaker 
in tax seminars and conferences and has contributed articles on 
tax. He has provided tax input to national policy-level discussions 
on attracting foreign direct investments. He led EY’s team in 
preparing a paper on tax incentives reform which was presented 
to the Tax Reform Committee. Amarjeet is a Fellow member with 
the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants, member of the 
Chartered Institute of Taxation Malaysia, and is a licensed GST and 
Tax agent with the Ministry of Finance, Malaysia.

ANAND CHELLIAH
Anand is Managing Partner, Tax Services and Asia 
Pacifi c Tax Leader at Baker Tilly Malaysia, and 
currently chairs the Asia Pacifi c Tax Committee 
for Baker Tilly International. He was formerly 
with PwC Malaysia and Taxand Malaysia. He is 
a Fellow of the Association of Chartered Certifi ed 
Accountants, Member of the Chartered Tax 

Institute of Malaysia, Licensed Chartered Tax Practitioner and 
Licensed GST Practitioner. Ha has spoken at numerous seminars 
as an invited speaker and panelist, and actively contributes articles 
on taxation for newspapers, magazines, etc. Anand holds a Diploma 
in Accounting and Law from Sunderland Polytechnic University, UK, 
and obtained his professional qualifi cations in the UK whilst training 
with a London-based public accounting fi rm from 1980 till 1989. 

ANAND RAJ
Anand is Partner of Tax & Revenue, and Co-
Head of Competition Law & Antitrust at Shearn 
Delamore & Co. Admitted as an Advocate & 
Solicitor of the High Court of Malaya in 1996, 
his practice areas include all aspects of tax and 
transfer pricing disputes and litigation as well as 
competition law and antitrust. He is Chair of the 

Tax Committee of Malaysian Bar Council, Chair of the International 
Fiscal Association (IFA) Malaysia Branch, Malaysia Rapporteur for 
the International Bar Association’s Antitrust Committee, Co-Chair 
of the Inter-Pacifi c Bar Association’s Competition Law Committee, 
International Member of the American Bar Association’s Antitrust 
Section, Inaugural Chair of LAWASIA’s Antitrust and Competition 
Law Sub-Committee, and a member of the Competition Law Sub-
Committee of the Malaysian Bar Council. He was recognised as the 
2017 Asia Tax Disputes and Litigation Practice Leader of the Year by 
the International Tax Review, and recognised as a leader in his fi eld 
by Asia Pacifi c Legal 500, Asialaw Profi les, and other directories. 

AUROBINDO PONNIAH  
Aurobindo is Executive Director of PwC Malaysia, 
and has over 20 years experience in tax consulting, 
research, training and documentation. He 
has worked extensively with tax authorities 
in the Asia-Pacifi c region and corporate 
organisations on various issues involving tax 
treaties, permanent establishments, fi nancial 

instruments, cross border transactions, hybrid structures and 
anti-abuse provisions. He was previously head of the International 
Bureau of Fiscal Documentation (Asia-Pacifi c). He is a member 
of CTIM and an Executive Committee member of the International 
Fiscal Association's Malaysian branch. He is also a frequent speaker 
at seminars and conferences.

CHOW KUO SENG   
Kuo Seng is the Business Tax Audit & Investigation 
Leader at Deloitte Malaysia and has over 30 
years experience in tax audits and back duty 
investigations. His experience in A&I controversy 
management includes providing tax advisory/
consultancy and managing compliance work for 
local and multinational companies as well as high 

net-worth individual clients and prudential audit review for tax risk 
management purposes. With the Malaysian tax authorities' shift in 
becoming more engaged with taxpayers, he focuses on prospects, 
working closely to bring the tax authorities and taxpayers together 
for early engagement, settlement negotiations, facilitation 
and amicable resolution of disputes at the local tax offi ces. His 
approach is to take a respectful and educative methodology with 
the tax authorities, adhering to local practice and policies while 
meticulously protecting taxpayers’ rights and responsibilities at 
law. A Chartered Accountant and an approved tax agent under the 
Income Tax Act, 1967, Kuo Seng is a market leader in tax appeals 
and a sought-after speaker at public forums on current tax issues.

CHRISTOPHER LOW   
Christopher is Executive Director of Tax at BDO 
Kuala Lumpur, and has over 30 years experience 
in tax compliance, tax advisory and GST advisory. 
Prior to BDO, he was an Executive Director in the 
Transfer Pricing and Investigation division of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. His clientele includes 
fi nancial institutions, construction and property 

development, plantation, retail and groups of companies. He has 
been extensively involved in providing advice and representing 
taxpayers in Tax Audits and Tax Investigation, having assisted and 
resolved numerous cases between taxpayers and the IRB. He has 
been involved in speaking engagements such as at the National 
Tax Conference, CTIM and IRB joint seminars as well as in-house 
seminars related to Tax Audits and Tax Investigations. Christopher 
is a member of the CTIM Tax Audit and Tax Investigation Working 
Committee and an associate member of CTIM. He is also a licensed 
Tax Agent and GST Agent.

HAZLINA HUSSAIN
Hazlina is Director of Dispute Resolution 
Department at the Inland Revenue Board of 
Malaysia (IRBM). She represents IRBM for cases 
before the Federal Court, Court of Appeal, High 
Court, and Special Commissioners of Income Tax, 
and has won landmark cases at the Federal Court. 
She represents the Government of Malaysia as 

a delegate in tax treaty negotiations, and is involved in the yearly 
Budget Legal Drafting Committee. She is a frequent speaker on DTA 
to international participants, and presented at The International 
Conference on Accounting Studies and the Commonwealth 
Association Tax Administrators Conference 2016. She started her 
career as a Legal Offi cer with the Attorney General’s Chambers, 
before joining IRBM in 1995. Hazlina holds an LLB (Hons) from IIUM 
and was called to the Bar as an Advocate & Solicitor in 1994.

HUANG SHZE JIUN
Huang Shze Jiun is Vice President of the 
Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA), and 
was an elected MIA Council member since 2016. 
He is a partner with Baker Tilly HYT, specialising 
in taxation and auditing. He started his career 
with PricewaterhouseCoopers, Johor Bahru. He 
then joined the corporate fi nance department of 

AmInvestment Berhad prior to commencing public practice. He is 
Chairman of the Practice Review Committee and sits on the Public 
Practice Committee and Tax Practice Committee of (MIA). He is a 
past Johor Regional Chairman. He holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
from the University of Western Australia and an MBA from the 
University of New England, NSW. He is a member of MIA, a Fellow 
member of the Association of Chartered Certifi ed Accountants, a 
member of the Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia, and a member 
of CPA Australia.

DR JEYAPALAN KASIPILLAI 
Dr Jeyapalan is a professor at Monash University 
Malaysia (MUM) for over 13 years, and was 
appointed as a Fellow of Taxation Law and 
Policy Research Institute at Monash University, 
Australia in April 2012. Prior to MUM, he was 
a professor at Universiti Utara Malaysia. Dr 
Jeyapalan completed his doctoral thesis at 

the University of New England, Australia, and his master’s at the 
University of Stirling, Scotland. He is a Fellow Member of Institute 
of Certifi ed Practicing Accountants (FCPA), Australia; the Institute 
of Chartered Secretaries & Administrators (FCIS), UK; and the 
Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia (FCTIM). He has authored over 
15 books, with his latest in 2019 “A Guide to Malaysian Taxation” 
Fifth Edition.  

KOHGILAH NETAJI  
Kohgi is the Global Tax Manager at ifl ix, a Malaysian 
headquartered Video on Demand platform.  She 
has over 8 years’ experience in taxation, and 
specialises both in indirect and direct taxation 
including advisory, restructuring, partnering with 
business to advise on tax implications of fi nancial 
/ commercial transactions as well as international 

tax planning on cross border transactions and transfer pricing. She 
also has in-depth experience from a number of industries with 
GST/SST implementation, transition and execution projects, tax 
incentive applications and international global tax compliance. 
She holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Hons) Accounting from the 
University of Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR).

LAURENCE TODD
Laurence is Director at IDEAS. He manages the 
research programme and oversees relations 
with government and industry. He had previously 
served in a number of roles in the British 
government, including in the Ministry of Defence 
and Her Majesty’s Treasury where he managed 
policy and analysis relating to migration. 

Laurence worked for 3 years in 10 Downing Street as an adviser 
to former British Prime Minister David Cameron, providing policy 
advice on foreign affairs, European policy and trade. Laurence 
received a First Class Honours in Philosophy from the University of 
Bristol.

LEE HENG GUIE
Heng Guie is Executive Director of the Socio-
Economic Research Center (SERC), an 
independent research center. He has 30 years 
experience as an economist, with 12 years in Bank 
Negara Malaysia (BNM) and 18 years in fi nancial 
services. He had been the Senior Economist and 
Assistant Manager at the Economics Department 

of BNM, an economist with M&A Research, Chief Economist with 
HLG Securities, Head of Economic Services Unit in Hong Leong 
Bank, Head of Economics at CIMB Securities (Research), and Head 
of Economics Research with CIMB Investment Bank Berhad. He is 
the recipient of many awards, including from the The Edge Polls and 
the Asset Magazine. He contributes articles and provides economic 
commentaries to print and electronic media, and participates in 
seminars/conferences as a resource person. Heng Guie holds a 
BA (Hons) majoring in Economics from University of Malaya and a 
Master’s in Development Economics from Williams College, USA. 

LOKE YEW KEN
Yew Ken is Tax Director at RSM Tax Consultants 
(Malaysia) Sdn Bhd, and has over 12 years 
experience in taxation. He specialises in corporate 
taxation including tax advisory, restructuring 
exercises for companies, and tax due diligence 
assignments for acquisition and merger of 
businesses. He also has wide experience in 

projects relating to GST, Transfer Pricing, cross border investments, 
tax incentive applications, managing tax compliance affairs, tax 
health check, tax audit review and tax investigation assignments. He 
has been providing consulting services for local and multi-national 
corporations in the manufacturing, trading, engineering, retail, 
construction companies, entertainment, information technology 
and services industry. He holds a BA (Hons) in Accounting and is a 
member of Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia (CTIM).

NEOH BENG GUAN   
Beng Guan is Executive Director of Tax at KPMG 
in Malaysia, with specialisation in corporate 
tax. His tax experience covers a wide range of 
industries including a stint with KPMG Sydney. He 
has been involved in various assignments such 
as tax due diligence, tax assurance review, group 
tax planning, restructurings, review of fi nancial 

projections and cash fl ow as well as structured fi nance products 
and applications for various tax exemptions. His clients include 
public listed companies in the property development, plantation, 
manufacturing, trading and investment holding companies. He 
also provided tax services to a healthcare service provider and tax 
restructuring advice to a medical group which owns and operates 
one of the largest integrated networks of General Practice clinics 
in Malaysia. Beng Guan is a member of the Joint Tax Working Group 
of the Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA), Chartered Tax 
Institute of Malaysia (CTIM) and Malaysian Institute of Certifi ed 
Public Accountants on Malaysia Financial Reporting Standards. He 
holds a Bachelor of Economics from Monash.

DR NIK ABDULLAH SANI NIK MOHAMED
Nik Abdullah is Director of the Multinational Tax 
Branch at the Inland Revenue Board Malaysia, and 
has over 30 years of experience in accounting, 
auditing and taxation. He had also been seconded 
to OECD, as the secretariat for Task Force on Tax 
Crime and other Crime. Nik Abdullah holds a PhD 
in Accounting and Finance from Heriot-Watt 

University, UK, and is a fellow member of the Chartered Tax Institute 
of Malaysia, and is a Chartered Accountant of Malaysia (MIA). 

NOR ZAHIDI ALIAS
Nor Zahidi is Associate Director, Economic 
Research Division and Chief Economist at 
Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad. He started 
his research career in 1988 with a market research 
fi rm in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Upon his 
return, he joined The New Straits Times Press as a 
senior analyst in a research department; and later 

joined brokerage fi rm, Kuala Lumpur City Securities Sdn Bhd in 1996 
as an economist. He previously held Fund Managers’ Representative 
and Dealers’ Representative Licenses; sat on several Investment 
Committees, advising investment teams on macroeconomic issues 
and asset allocations; and assisted the Globalisation team of the 
national think tank under the National Economic Action Council. He 
is a committee member of post graduate economic curriculums at 
several local universities, and participates in economic forums by 
governmental, private institutions and associations. He co-authored 
“Malaysian Financial Markets and Economics”, a joint effort 
between Securities Institute Australia and Permodalan Nasional 
Berhad; while Berita Publishing published a collection of his articles 
in the book “Musings of a Financial Economist”. Zahidi holds degrees 
in economic policy from Boston University.

PIETER DE RIDDER 
Pieter is Managing Partner of Mayer Brown Pte 
Ltd, based at the fi rm’s Singapore offi ce, and 
a member of the Global Tax Transactions and 
Consulting Group. He was previously based 
in Indonesia and Hong Kong, and has over 25 
years experience in Asia advising multinational 
companies and institutions with interests in one 

or more Asian jurisdictions on their inbound and outbound work. His 
practice focuses on advising on tax matters with respect to direct 
investment, restructurings, fi nancing arrangements, private equity, 
supply chain, intellectual property and real property structures into or 
from the ASEAN countries. He is an SIATP accredited tax adviser and 
holds an LLM in taxation from Leiden University in the Netherlands.



CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

PRAGALATHEN KRISHNAN 
Praga is Country Controller & Director for NXP 
Semiconductors Malaysia, and is responsible 
for the overall fi nancial, tax position, and tax 
planning of the company in Malaysia. Prior to 
NXP Semiconductors, his 20 years of work 
experience include stints with PwC and US Multi-
National Companies overseeing the companies’ 

fi nancial position as well as strategy planning. He holds a Master 
in Business Administration (UK), and is a Chartered Accountant, 
a Member of MIA, a Fellow Member of the Association Chartered 
Certifi ed Accountants (FCCA) and ASEAN Chartered Professional 
Accountants (ACPA). He speaks at various tax forums and seminars.

DR RASYIDAH CHE ROSLI  
Rasyidah is Principal Assistant Director of the Tax 
Operations Department, and Head of the Data 
Scientist Team at the Inland Revenue Board of 
Malaysia (IRBM), and joined IRBM in 2006. Her 
experience covers tax compliance for corporate 
and individual taxpayers, as well as being involved 
with the implementation of Big Data Analytics 

Model as Head of the Data Scientist Team. She has co-authored 
2 publications on tax, and has presented at tax conferences locally 
and abroad. Rasyidah has a PhD in Accounting (Taxation), and holds 
a Master’s in Forensic Accounting & Financial Criminology, and a 
Degree in Accounting. 

RENGANATHAN KANNAN  
Renganathan is a partner of TraTax, a fi rm of 
independent tax advisers rated as Top 10 in 
Malaysia for Transaction Tax. He was elected as 
an MIA Council member in 2016. He is a Fellow 
Member of FCCA(UK), a member of MIA, CTIM, 
Certifi ed Professional Forensic Accountant 
(CPFA, USA) and the International Fiscal 

Association (IFA, Netherlands). He is a licensed tax agent and a 
member of MIA's Tax Practice Committee, Monitoring Committee 
and Chair of Young Professionals Committee. Renganathan 
specialises in tax advisory, and is experienced in representing 
clients from diverse industries on tax audit, investigation cases 
and appeal proceedings at various stages. He is a member of the 
CTIM's Membership Committee, and was recently appointed to the 
ACCA Malaysia Advisory Committee (MAC). He has presented on 
contemporary tax matters in various tax forums and seminars. He 
has hands-on experience dealing with various tax appeals.

ROZINA SHAIK OSMAN MERICAN
Rozina is Director of the Corporate Services 
Department at the Inland Revenue Board of 
Malaysia (IRBM), and has served the IRBM 
for 35 years. She started her career with the 
Inland Revenue Department in September 
1983 before it became a Board in March 1996. 
Her vast experience with the IRBM covers Tax 

Assessment, Tax Collection, Public Relations and Corporate 
Services. Rozina holds a Master’s in Business Administration from 
Universiti Putra Malaysia, and a Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness 
from Universiti Pertanian Malaysia.

SENTHURAN ELALINGAM 
Senthuran is an Indirect Tax Partner for Deloitte 
Malaysia, and the Indirect Tax Financial Services 
Industry Leader for Deloitte Asia Pacifi c. He has 
over 15 years experience advising on indirect 
taxes in Malaysia, Australia, the Middle East and 
China. He is well recognised in his fi eld and is a 
frequent contributor to newspapers, journals and 

radio, and has presented to the Chinese and Malaysian Ministry 
of Finance on indirect tax matters. Senthuran was admitted as a 
Solicitor of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, Australia. 

SM THANNEERMALAI
SM Thanneermalai is the Managing Director 
of Thannees Tax Consulting Services 
Sdn Bhd. He was previously a Partner of 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers until June 2015, and 
between July 2015 to December 2017 was the 
Managing Director of Crowe Horwath KL Tax 
Sdn Bhd. He is currently Chairman of the Board 

of Trustees of the Malaysian Tax Research Foundation. He is the 
former President of the Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia, and a 
member of the Chartered Accountants of England and Wales and the 
Malaysian Institute of Accountants. He has extensive experience 
in handling a vast variety of transfer pricing and corporate tax 
assignments. He specialises in assisting multinational companies 
and local conglomerates with international tax planning, transfer 
pricing, tax audits, investigations, corporate tax matters, and 
generally on all aspects of tax laws including GST matters. He has 
been in the fi eld of taxation since 1980, and works very closely with 
the Inland Revenue Board of Malaysia, Royal Malaysian Customs 
Department, the Tax Policy Division of the Ministry of Finance, MIDA, 
MDEC.

SOCKALINGAM  MURUGESAN
Socka is Tax Partner at Ernst & Young Tax 
Consultants Sdn Bhd, and head of Transfer 
Pricing at EY for Malaysia and Asean. He has 
over 20 years experience in tax consultancy, 
including 12 in transfer pricing. His transfer 
pricing experience includes the preparation of 
transfer pricing documentation, and provision 

of management services. He was involved in the design and 
implementation of tax-effective supply chains for clients carrying 
out cross-border transactions. He also assists clients in dealing 
with the tax authorities on Advanced Pricing Arrangements, transfer 
pricing audit and investigation including the preparation of defense 
strategies and submission of detailed technical appeals, and in 
dealing with Mutual Agreement Procedures applications involving 
the Government. He is a regular speaker on transfer pricing at 
conferences, and is an instructor at the International Bureau of 
Fiscal Documentations transfer pricing school. Socka is a certifi ed 
public accountant of MICPA and is a member of MIA. He was also 
appointed by the Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia to chair the APA 
task force committee.

SUDHARSANAN R. THILLAINATHAN 
Sudharsanan is Senior Partner at Steven Thiru 
& Sudhar Partnership, and acts as counsel 
and arbitrator in a broad range of fi elds. His 
areas of expertise include Revenue, Contract 
and Commercial, Civil and General Litigation, 
Banking and Finance Litigation, and Arbitration 
and Adjudication. He is listed as a leading 

lawyer in dispute resolution, competition and anti-trust law, and 
revenue law; recognised as an expert in commercial arbitration by 
Expert Guides; and given expert evidence on Malaysian Law in the 
Singapore Courts. He received the Award for Excellence in Advocacy 
at the inaugural Singapore International Arbitration Academy in 
2012. Sudhar is a Fellow member and President of the Malaysian 
Institute of Arbitrators; Arbitrator and Adjudicator of Asian 
International Arbitration Centre, Member of Malaysian Insurance 
Institute, and was called to the Malaysian Bar in 1997. He holds a 
B.Comm.(Accounting & Finance) and LL.B.(Hons) from Monash 
University, Australia; an LL.M. (LSE); and a Diploma in International 
Commercial Arbitration (CIArb).

SURIN SEGAR
Surin is Head of Group Performance Reporting, 
Enterprise Investment Management & Tax at 
Maybank. He had been the Head of Group Tax of 
Maybank since 2009. He is also a board member 
of Maybank Shared Services Sdn Bhd, an MSC 
Malaysia company. Prior to joining Maybank, he 
served Ernst & Young Tax Consultants Sdn Bhd 

for 9 years, after being with PricewaterhouseCoopers Tax Services 
Sdn Bhd for 5 years. During his tenure in the professional services 
industry, he was predominantly involved in the fi nancial services 
sector. Surin is a graduate of RMIT University, Australia, a fellow of 
CPA Australia, and a Divisional Council member of CPA Australia. 

TAI LAI KOK
Lai Kok is Executive Director and Head of Tax 
at KPMG Malaysia, and has over 27 years 
experience in tax compliance and advisory work 
for corporate and individual clients. His areas of 
specialisation include privatisations, corporate 
restructuring/planning and tax incentives, and 
has also been advising clients on GST. His client 

coverage include property development, consumer and industrial 
markets & infrastructure sectors, and has signifi cant dealings with 
local and multinational clients in all areas of taxation. He has taken 
on the role of advisor in numerous investment assignments (inbound 
and outbound), privatisations, corporate restructuring and tax due 
diligence assignments. He has written newspaper articles and given 
talks on taxation matters, in forums and seminars organised by the 
Inland Revenue Board, Chartered Tax Institute of Malaysia (CTIM), 
CIMA, and overseas organisers. He is a Chartered Accountant of 
the Malaysian Institute of Accountants (MIA), and a Tax Committee 
Member of MIA, the Malaysian Institute of Certifi ed Public 
Accountants, and American Malaysian Chamber of Commerce. He 
is also a Member of CTIM and CPA Australia. Lai Kok is a licensed tax 
agent and holds a Bachelor of Economics from Monash University, 
Australia.

THERESA GOH 
Theresa has been involved in transfer pricing 
audit, compliance and planning/advisory work 
for clients from a wide range of industries. Under 
Theresa’s leadership, Deloitte Malaysia won the 
Malaysia Transfer Pricing Firm of the Year in 2016 
(ITR Asia Tax Award). The team has achieved 
consistent Tier 1 ranking in the World Transfer 

Pricing Guide published by International Review. Euromoney 
has recognised Theresa as one of the World’s Leading Transfer 
Pricing Advisers, consistently 2009-2017. She has been voted as 
Malaysia Tax Controversy Leader by International Tax Review for 
fi ve consecutive years 2013-2018, and has been featured in its 
Women in Tax Leaders Guide since inception in 2015. Theresa also 
received the Transfer Pricing Lawyer of the Year–Malaysia award 
from Lawyer Monthly Legal Awards 2016 to 2018. 

THIN SIEW CHI
Siew Chi is Director of Direct Tax at Deloitte 
Malaysia, and has over 16 years experience 
in corporate tax compliance and tax advisory 
work. Her tax advisory experience includes 
advising on various fi nancial and business 
transactions, international tax planning on cross 
border transactions (inbound and outbound 

investments), structuring of M&As, group restructuring exercises 
and tax due diligence. Siew Chi holds a Bachelor of Commerce 
specialising in Accounting and Finance from the University of 
Melbourne, Australia and is a member of CPA Australia and MIA.

DR VEERINDERJEET SINGH
Dr Veerinderjeet is the Chairman of MIA’s 
Taxation Practice Committee. He is also the 
Non-Executive Chairman of Axcelasia Inc. and 
currently serves as Vice President of MICPA. 
He was previously a council member of MIA, 
Past Chairman of the International Fiscal 
Association–Malaysia Branch; a General 

Committee member of the Malaysian International Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry; and a Trustee of the Malaysian Tax 
Research Foundation. He has over 35 years of experience in the tax 
profession and has been involved in providing input to the Ministry 
of Finance on tax reforms and initiatives. He was also an Associate 
Professor and Head of the Division of Accounting at the Faculty 
of Economics & Administration, University of Malaya; a visiting 
Associate Professor at the University of Newcastle in New South 
Wales, Australia; a Visiting Scholar at the International Tax Program 
at Harvard University, USA; and is currently an Adjunct Professor 
at the School of Business, Monash University in Malaysia. He is an 
Independent Director of UMW Holdings Berhad, AmBank Berhad, 
Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad, and was previously on the 
Board of the Bank of Nova Scotia Berhad. An accomplished author 
and tax observer, he has published books and numerous articles 
in local and international tax, law and accounting journals. He is a 
member of MIA, CPA Australia and a life member of the Malaysian 
Institute of Corporate Governance.

VIKNA RAJAH
Vikna is Equity Partner and Head of Tax and 
Trust & Private Client Practices at Rajah & Tann 
Singapore LLP. He was previously a Senior Legal 
Specialist with the Inland Revenue Authority of 
Singapore (IRAS) where he advised on all areas of 
tax law, and had acted as a prosecutor. He advises 
clients on complex income tax, GST, stamp duty, 

property tax and tax treaty issues, specialising in contentious civil 
disputes with IRAS, tax structuring and criminal tax litigation. He is 
also a trust & private wealth lawyer, and lead counsel for arbitrations 
on specialised valuation, accounting and tax issues. He has received 
recognition and awards from leading legal organisations and 
publications. He is a Member of the Law Society of Singapore, the 
Singapore Academy of Law, and is Director of International Fiscal 
Association, Singapore Branch. He authored the Anti-Avoidance 
chapters of Lexis® Practical Guidance (Tax), and the Singapore 
Chapters on Corporate Tax for the International Comparative Legal 
Guide and the Planning and Administration of Offshore and Onshore 
Trusts. Vikna holds an LLB (Hons) from University of Bristol, a BACC 
from Nanyang Technological University, and is an Advocate & 
Solicitor of Supreme Court of Singapore.

WILLEM JAN HOOGLAND
Willem is founder and partner of HKWJ Tax Law 
& Partners Limited (HKWJ), and has 25 years 
experience in tax planning and trust related 
work, providing advice on tax issues, tax 
effi cient shareholding structures, application 
of double tax treaties, identifi cation of tax risks, 
transfer pricing, exchange of information and HK 

offshore non-taxable claim, and in resolving tax disputes between 
tax authorities and clients. He is an executive member of the 
International Fiscal Association (IFA) branch in HK, current member 
of the Taxation Institute of HK, current member of the tax committees 
for both the HK General Chamber of Commerce and Dutch Chamber 
of Commerce, former Chairman of the Dutch Society of HK, former 
member of the Dutch Chartered Institute of Tax advisers and a 
frequent writer for various magazines. Willem studied fi scal law at 
the University of Groningen in Holland, holds LL.M tax law degrees 
from the University of London, UK and the Queens University in 
Canada, and an LL.B degree and a Postgraduate Certifi cate in Laws 
from the University of HK. He became a qualifi ed solicitor in Hong 
Kong and is a consultant for the law fi rm Haldanes. 



GST CONFERENCE 2017

CONFERENCE FEES

Member (MIA/MATA/ACCA/ACCCIM/
CIMA/BoardRoom/FPLC/ICAEW/
MICPA) / Member Firm  ı RM 1,500

Non-member  ı RM 1,800

GROUP DISCOUNT
Enjoy 10% Discount on total fee for 3 pax and 
above from the same organisation 

Members of ACCA, ACCCIM, CIMA, ICAEW, FPLC, MICPA, 
BoardRoom are required to contact MIA to register for this 
Conference.

MATA Members are required to contact MATA’s offi ce to 
register for this Conference.

CONFERENCE DETAILS & REGISTRATION

3 & 4 April 2019 (Wednesday & Thursday), 
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

Contact : Vino / Fara 
Tel : 03 2722 9290 / 9194
Fax : 03 2722 9009
Email : sp@mia.org.my 
Address : Malaysian Institute of Accountants
  Dewan Akauntan
  Unit 33-01, Level 33
  Tower A, The Vertical
  Avenue 3, Bangsar South City
  No. 8, Jalan Kerinchi
  59200 Kuala Lumpur

SPONSORSHIP & EXHIBITION 
OPPORTUNITIES

Contact : Hani 
Tel : 03 2722 9154
Email : hani@mia.org.my 

Malaysian Tax Conference 2019 

PROGRAMME FEE 
• Fee is payable to MALAYSIAN INSTITUTE OF ACCOUNTANTS 
• Fee includes course materials, lunch and 2 tea breaks per day.
• For Corporate: Full payment shall be made within thirty (30) days from the date of the Proforma 

Invoice or on the day of the programme, whichever earlier.
• For Individual: Full payment upon completion of registration. Otherwise, registration will be deemed 

unsuccessful.
• Admittance may be denied upon failure to make full payment as per the above requirement.

CANCELLATION
Upon registering, participant(s) are considered successfully enrolled in the event. Should participant(s) 
decide to cancel their enrolment, a cancellation policy shall be applied as follows.

a. Written cancellation received less than seven (7) days from the date of the programme:
 - A refund (less administrative charge of 20%) will be made
 - Unpaid registrations will also be liable for 20% administrative charges
b. Written cancellation/no show on the day of the programme:
 - No refund will be entertained
 - Unpaid registrations will also be liable for full payment of the registration fee
 - Partial cancellation is not allowed

VERIFICATION OF ATTENDANCE
• All participants are required to present photo identifi cation (NRIC, driving license or company’s 

ID card) at the point of registration prior to signing the registration list when attending MIA CPE 
training programme. Admittance may be denied upon failure to present photo identifi cation.

CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE AND CPE HOURS
• Upon full attendance of the programme, participants will be issued a Certifi cate of Attendance on 

day two of the programme.
• For MIA members, the CPE hours will be credited into the Membership System within 2 weeks of 

the programme.
• For MATA members, the CPD points will be updated within 2 weeks of the event.
• Participants will only be entitled to the CPE credit hours upon attending the entire duration of the 

programme. CPE credit hours will not be accorded for partial attendance.

DATA PROTECTION
Personal Data is gathered in accordance with the Personal Data Protection Act 2010 (Act 709).

DISCLAIMER
The Organisers reserve the right to change the speaker(s), date(s) and to cancel the programme should 
circumstances beyond its control arise. The Organisers shall not be responsible for any costs, damages 
or losses incurred by the participant due to the changes and/or cancellation. The Organisers also 
reserve the right to make alternative arrangements without prior notice should it be necessary to do so.
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TO EXPERIENCE THE NEW SYSTEM, 
VISIT MIA WEBSITE AT 

https://www.mia.org.my

For any assistance, please call 
MIA Help Desk @ 603-2722 9000

With immediate effect, enrolment for all 
CPE programmes will be

STRICTLY VIA ONLINE REGISTRATION ONLY


